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100 proceedings of the academy of [1882. 

March 28. 
The President, Dr. Leidy, in the chair. 

Forty-one persons present. 

The death of R. S. Kenderdine, M. D., and that of Solomon W. 
Roberts, members, were announced. 

Mr. Isaac C. Martindale offered the following, which was adopted 
and ordered to be printed : — 

This Academy having learned with deep regret of the death of 
its worthy member and curator, Robert S. Kenderdine, M. D., 
and desiring to place upon record the regret we feel in thus having 
to part with his valued services as an officer and his agreeable 
company as a member, a regret increased by our recollection of 
the geniality and open-heartedness which always characterized his 
association with us, therefore 

Besolved, That realizing the loss which has been sustained, we 
tender to his family our sincere sympathy in this hour of affliction. 

Besolved, That a copy of these resolutions, signed by the Presi- 
dent and Recording Secretary, be forwarded to his family and 
that they be entered in full upon the minutes and published in 
the Proceedings. 

Art. XIV, Chap. V, of the By-Laws, was amended by striking 
out all of the article after the word " meetings " in the third line, 
and inserting " and with like approval may change the same." 

Geo Taylor Robinson, M. D., Eugene M. Aaron, and John 
Edgar were elected members. 

An American Locality for Helvite. — Prof. H. Carvill Lewis 
remarked that among some minerals which he had recently 
obtained from the mica mine near Amelia Court House, Virginia, 
a locality already well-known for its microlite and other rare 
minerals, was a yellow crystalline substance, which upon exam- 
ination had proved to be Helvite. The mineral occurs in crystals 
and friable crystalline masses imbedded in bluish white orthoclase, 
and is generally associated with pale red topazolite. While no 
crystals were found sufficiently perfect to allow of measurement, 
the absence of any action upon polarized light proved their 
isometric character. 

The mineral has a hardness of about 6, a specific gravity of 
4.306, a sulphur-yellow color, a somewhat resinous lustre, and is 
partially translucent. It fuses at about 4 with intumescence to a 



